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SIKORSKY S-76A 

LEARJET 31A/ER

EUROCOPTER AS350 B2

SIKORSKY S-76C+ (BC AIR AMBULANCE SERVICE) 

SIKORSKY S-76C++ 

NEW IN 2024

COMING 2030 

BETA Technologies, 5 passenger all electric vertical take-off & landing aircraft.

ALL ELECTRIC POWERED - ALIA EVTOL

CESSNA CITATION X
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EDITORIAL

The Need for Speed

By Danny Sitnam, President & CEO  
Helijet International Inc.

On February 14 Helijet proudly welcomed 
a new aircraft to its fleet — a Cessna Cita-
tion X — that will significantly enhance 

the service we provide our charter customers.
This aircraft acquisition is a noteworthy step for-

ward for the company, and we are excited about its un-
matched capabilities. We think our clients will be, too!

The Citation X is a remarkably versatile “mid-range” 
turbojet that offers private air-travel customers greater 
non-stop range, comfort and convenience to North 
American and international destinations.

With a range double that of smaller corporate jets, 
the Citation X can fly passengers non-stop from Van-
couver to numerous North American destinations, 
such as Cabo San Lucas, Toronto, New York, Miami, 
Hawaii, as well as the Caribbean. Flight plans can 
also be arranged to take passengers farther afield to 
European destinations. And it will get them there fast. 
Capable of flying at altitudes of 50,000 feet, the Cita-
tion X cruises at speeds of over 700 mph (Mach .92).

Another hallmark of the Citation X is passenger 
comfort. The aircraft’s business class interior config-
uration and amenities are all designed for maximum 
convenience. With room to stand up, it has eight 

club-style cabin passenger seats, private lavatory fa-
cilities, ample temperature-controlled independent 
luggage and cargo compartments, and full phone,  
wi-fi, internet and streaming movie service at each 
passenger seat.

Moreover, Helijet’s reputation for customer ser-
vice extends to our fixed-wing charter department 
and the crews who operate the aircraft. Need to ar-
range catering, ground transportation, or prepare 
paperwork for US Customs? We can take care of that.

Guests chartering our Citation X can also board 
and deplane from Helijet’s exclusive South Terminal 
passenger lounge facility where they are afforded com-
plimentary and secure vehicle parking, lounge waiting 
facilities and complimentary ground shuttle service to 
YVR’s International and Domestic terminals.

As always, our goal is to meet and exceed customer 
expectations. This new aircraft goes a long way to-
wards delivering that with non-stop, uninterrupted 
and hassle-free service. We look forward to welcom-
ing you aboard. 

Visit helijet.com for more information on Helijet’s Citation 
X charter service, or inquire by phone at 1.800.987.4354.

HELIJET ACQUIRES A CESSNA CITATION X TO BETTER 
SERVE CHARTER CLIENTS



GableCraft Homes – Royal Bay
Archipelago Media Ltd. Helijet In Flight Mag

8.25” x 10.75” -  Full Page - Full Colour Process
 

Revised: February 12, 2024 - Material Deadline: February 13, 2024 - Insertion Dates: Spring 2024
Attn: Garth Eichel - garth@archipelagomedia.com -  Contact: Malinda Connorton - malinda@theideapartner.com

Find It All.
Closer To Home.



6	 IN-FLIGHT REVIEW | SPRING 2024    

THE GROTTO
CONNECT IN

NATURE’S ELEMENTS
 

INTRODUCING 

Embark on a 2-hour journey through the
new cedar barrel sauna garden, the warm 

inviting mineral pool, invigorating waterfalls, 
and soothing whirlpool.

Enhance your visit with spa treatment(s) of 
choice and our one-of-a-kind tapas enjoyed in 
robe and sandals at the Treetop Tapas & Grill.

1155 Resort Drive, Parksville BC
250-248-1838 | Grottospa.com

Reach out today to book your
Grotto experience.�

AGENDA

PACIFIC SALMON FOUNDATION’S 
ANNUAL GALA
MARCH 9: VICTORIA / APRIL 26: VANCOUVER

Give salmon a helping hand by attending the Pacific 
Salmon Foundation’s Annual Gala celebrations. Always 
an entertaining evening, both the Vancouver and South 
Vancouver Island events include scrumptious seafood 
appetizers, a decadent dinner, feature raffles, and silent 
and live auctions. psf.ca

ARTS CLUB ON TOUR: MADE IN ITALY
MARCH 27: NANAIMO

Set in 1970s Jasper, Alberta, second-generation Italian 
teen Francesco Mantini finds himself struggling to find 
his place in the world. That is until he reinvents himself 
as Frank Martin, a crooner and ladies’ man inspired by 
Italian cultural icons Rocky Balboa and John Travolta. 
Watch this delightful story play out on the Port Theatre 
stage. porttheatre.com

TIM MCGRAW’S STANDING ROOM 
ONLY TOUR
MARCH 27: VANCOUVER

Since he first shot to fame in 1994, Tim McGraw has 
had a whopping 29 No. 1 hits on the Billboard Hot 
Country Airplay charts. Standing Room Only is his 
16th studio album and his North American tour of the 
same name promises to be the “biggest and best tour yet” 
(his words!) with a stop at Vancouver’s Rogers Arena this 
March. timmcgraw.com
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AGENDA

MAINSTAGE

COAST CITY COUNTRY FESTIVAL
APRIL 18-20: VANCOUVER

Get ready for country to hit the city when the Coast City 
Country Festival debuts this April. The main event at 
BC Place will feature performances by the likes of Luke 
Bryan, Nickelback, Dierks Bentley and many more. On 
stage at the Commodore see late-night performances by 
Kameron Marlowe, Meghan Patrick, Teigen Gayse and 
others while street parties, roadhouses and other per-
formers around town will keep the party going all week-
end long. coastcitycountry.com

DILJEET DOSANJH’S DIL-LUMINATI 
TOUR
APRIL 27: VANCOUVER

Superstar singer, actor and global entertainer Diljit Do-
sanjh made history as the first Punjabi-speaking artist to 
perform at Coachella last April and he’ll do it again when 
he takes to the stage at BC Place to kick off his 2024  
Dil-luminati Tour. Don’t miss what is expected to be the 
largest Punjabi show outside of India. bcplace.com

JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE THE FORGET 
TOMORROW WORLD TOUR
APRIL 29: VANCOUVER

Lucky for us, Justin Timberlake has chosen Vancouver to 
kick off his brand new world tour. Hot on the heels of re-
leasing his Everything I Thought It Was album, don’t miss 
this NSYNC alum perform both old and new favourites. 
justintimberlake.com

The Science of Cocktails
APRIL 11: VANCOUVER

This April, the dome at Science World will trans-
form into the world’s largest cocktail laboratory for 
an evening of fun and fundraising. Watch as Van-
couver’s most talented bartenders showcase the sci-
ence behind their delectable drinks in support of 
free access to Science World for students, teachers 
and families across BC.  scienceworld.ca
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AGENDA

PUSH INTERNATIONAL 
PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL
JANUARY 18-FEBRUARY 4: VANCOUVER

Edgy, contemporary, groundbreaking and visionary, 
Vancouver’s annual PuSh Festival is a celebration of 
live performing-arts disciplines including theatre, 
circus, multimedia, dance, music and so much more. 
Witness local and international creative minds put on 
a showcase of brilliant new works that are sure to 
bend genres, startle audiences and inspire thought-
provoking discussion. pushfestival.ca

PHOTO: See Pli, a visually stunning circus act in 
which paper becomes a playground, February 2 & 3 
at the PuSh Festival.SEASON SPONSOR

Ballets Jazz Montréal 
MONTRÉAL // CONTEMPORARY 

Essence 
APRIL 26 + 27• 7:30 PM 
ROYAL THEATRE 

TICKETS: 250-386-6121    
DANCEVICTORIA.COM
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LEAD SPONSORS

PUBLIC SECTOR

From 
$31!

JEEVES AT SEA AT CHEMAINUS 
THEATRE FESTIVAL
MAY 10-JUNE 2: CHEMAINUS

Lighten and brighten your day with Chemainus The-
atre’s spring production of Jeeves at Sea. Join Bertie 
Wooster, his valet, Jeeves, and pal Crumpet on a high-
seas comedic adventure of mistaken identities aboard the 
Vanderley yacht. chemainustheatrefestival.ca

2024 STARS ON ICE
MAY 14: VANCOUVER / MAY 16: VICTORIA

Fresh after competing at the World Figure Skating World 
Championships in Montreal, see some of the most ac-
complished and iconic names in the sport perform live on 
ice at Rogers Arena in Vancouver or Save-On-Foods  
Memorial Centre in Victoria. Kurt Browning may have 
stepped away from performing in 2023, but returns this 
year as director and choreographer leading a star-studded 
line-up that includes Elvis Stojko, Patrick Chan, Made-
line Schizas and many more. starsonice.ca

VANCOUVER WHITECAPS FC VS. 
INTER MIAMI CF
MAY 25: VANCOUVER

The Whitecaps FC regular season starts March 2, but all 
eyes will be looking forward to the May 25 match at BC 
Place when Inter Miami CF comes to play on Vancou-
ver’s home turf. This will be the team’s first visit to Van-
couver since entering the league and with Lionel Messi 
(potentially) coming to town, fans can expect this game 
to be a blockbuster. whitecapsfc.com

CLUBYOLO.C�

LIVE THE BOATING LIFESTYLE

WITHOUT EVER OWNING A BOAT

Enjoy your time on the water 

Leave the work to us
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AGENDA
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Inspired by the true story of a young Māori hero-
ine, Mana Wahine (Powerful Women) combines 
original music, chants, Māori costumes and cul-
tural traditions in a contemporary work that cele-
brates the strength, spirit and beauty of women. 
Performed on stage at the McPherson Playhouse 
by New Zealand’s Õkāreka Dance Company.
dancevictoria.com

AVRIL LAVINGNE’S GREATEST  
HITS TOUR
MAY 22: VANCOUVER

Canada’s own Avril Lavingne paved the way for female-
driven pop-punk music in the early 2000s, signing her 
first record contract when she was just 16 years old. Two 
decades later, she’ll be back in Vancouver at Rogers Arena 
performing hit after hit from her seven studio albums 
during this best-of world tour. avrillavigne.com

GUYS & DOLLS
MAY 16-JUNE 30: VANCOUVER

Laughs, romance and a memorable score are the hall-
marks of this timeless musical, Guys & Dolls. Be trans-
ported back to 1950s Manhattan, as the story of gangsters, 
gamblers, showgirls and evangelist Sergeant Sarah 
Brown unfolds on the Stanley Industrial Alliance Stage. 
artsclub.com

D
A

N
C

E
 V

IC
T
O

R
IA

 P
R

E
S

E
N

T
S

  
M

A
N

A
 W

A
H

IN
E



10	 IN-FLIGHT REVIEW | SPRING 2024    

Tour Washington State’s most 
charming historic towns
Once upon a time, Port Townsend aspired to become 
the grand gateway to the Pacific Northwest. Officially 
established in 1851, white settlers had such high hopes 
for this harbour town they nicknamed it the “City of 
Dreams” only to have those lofty plans dashed 40 years 
later when the railroad bypassed the area in favour of 
another seaport further south known as Seattle.

Despite its stunted growth, Port Townsend clings to 
its bygone heyday with plenty of beautifully preserved 
Victorian homes, historic buildings and a rustic work-
ing harbourfront. Running through its veins you’ll also 
find an artistic vibe with locally owned galleries, cozy 
eateries, boutique hotels and funky gift shops all within 

easy walking distance. (Where else could you find a 
steampunk specialty shop across the street from a vin-
tage typewriter store?)

Part of the fun of this weekend getaway, however, is 
the journey there and back.

After making your way across the Peace Arch border 
crossing, it’s a 45-minute drive down the I-5 to the exit 
for Route 20. From here it’s well worth your time to 
make a side-trip to La Conner, a charming town in its 
own right and even more so during the month of April 
for the blazingly beautiful Skagit Valley Tulip Festival.

Once back on Route 20, the double spans of Decep-

tion Pass Bridge allow for picturesque views and easy 
access to Whidbey Island where Coupeville’s historic 
Front Street makes another enjoyable pit stop featuring 
boomtown architecture and 120-year-old wharf. After 

Coastal  
Weekend 
Getaways
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TAKE FRIDAY AFTERNOON OFF AND MAKE IT A WEEKEND TO 
REMEMBER WITH THESE EASY-TO-ACCESS GETAWAY ITINERARIES.

By Stephanie Cunningham
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BREATHTAKING
VIEWS OF THE OCEAN

CELEBRATE & COLLABORATE

The Bayside is an ideal venue for both corporate and private  

functions in one of our three dedicated banquet rooms. Enjoy an 

expansive catering menu with full service for your next event. 

STAY WITH US

Experience West Coast luxury in our sophisticated rooms. 

The hotel amenities include an indoor and outdoor pool, 

squash court and gym. Relax at The Ocean Blue Day Spa on site 

where you can choose from multiple spa treatments and  

unwind. We also have The Bay Cafe serving locally roasted 

coffee and house-made pastries and sandwiches to-go.

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

Our executive Chef’s focus is on fresh seasonal ingredients 

from light tapas to full entrees. Come dine with us and enjoy 

our amazing view of the Salish Sea with live music every 

weekend. Drop in to our lounge and enjoy local beers on tap, 

and our extensive menu of appetizers and entrees. Happy 

hour runs daily 3-5pm and 8-10pm.

Contact Sales - Marc Terrillon 250-905-0108

www.baysideresortparksville.com

A distinctively iconic oceanfront Hotel and 

Restaurant in downtown Parksville.  

a short drive back across the island, a 36-minute ferry 
crossing delivers you to the heart of downtown Port 
Townsend.

On the return trip, choose the one-and-a-half hour 
Coho Ferry ride straight to Victoria via Port Angeles 
(75 kilometres west of Port Townsend), or retrace your 
steps across Deception Pass and enjoy rural backroads 
to the cliff-hugging Chuckanut Drive, Washington’s 
original scenic byway completed in 1896.

Be like Barbie in Santa Monica
In the same length of time it takes to drive to Seattle, 
you can fly direct from Vancouver to Los Angeles and 
the sunny beaches of southern California. It’s a short 
three-hour flight via commercial air to LAX or let 
Helijet’s new eight-passenger Citation X business jet 
whisk you and your friends to LA in just two hours flat.

Upon arrival, grab an Uber for the 13-kilometre 
drive to seaside Santa Monica, where a wide variety of 
classic and classy hotels will have you feeling like a 
movie star in no time. Here you’ll find upscale proper-
ties like the newly renovated Viceroy Santa Monica, 
historic Fairmont Miramar Hotel & Bungalows, or the 
iconic Hotel Casa del Mar.

From the central intersection of Wilshire Boulevard 
and Ocean Avenue it’s just a 15-minute stroll along the 
promenade to the famed Santa Monica Pier, known for 
its picturesque Ferris wheel, neon lights and stunning 
sunset views. Or grab a hotel bike and pedal 15 min-
utes south along the waterfront to iconic Venice Beach 
where mimes, musicians and jugglers perform along-
side bodybuilders working out at Muscle Beach and 
artists selling their works in boho-chic boutiques.

Those who prefer driving to pedalling will want to 
head north along the scenic Pacific Coast Highway to-
wards Malibu, just 25 minutes away. Along the drive, 
make a stop at Will Rogers State Beach where many of 
the famous lifeguard tower sequences were shot for 
Baywatch, or stop for a quick bite at The Malibu Farm 
Café located at the end of the Malibu Pier.

For shoppers, Santa Monica’s 3rd Street Promen-

ade provides plenty of shopping and dining options, al-
though the truly dedicated will undoubtedly head to 
Rodeo Drive, conveniently located less than 25 min-
utes away in Beverly Hills.
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Connect with nature along  
Vancouver Island’s east coast
While city escapes can be exhilarating, there’s nothing 
quite like slowing things down and reconnecting with 
nature to rejuvenate and refresh the soul. Vancouver Is-
land’s east coast provides just the right mix of fresh 
ocean breezes and a slower pace of life to clear the mind 
and gain oft-needed perspective.  

It’s an easy 30-minute drive from Helijet’s Nanaimo 
terminal to the aptly named city of Parksville where 
the sun shines 2,000-plus hours per year and wide 
sandy beaches extend more than a kilometre during 
low tides revealing pools teeming with hermit crabs 
and sand dollars.

After a day of beachcombing, add some pampering 
to your mini-vacay at Tigh-Na-Mara Resort where the 
newly renovated Grotto Spa offers “The Grotto”, an in-
door/outdoor self-paced experience complete with a 
sauna garden, mineral pool, cool splash waterfalls and 
relaxation lounge.

To cap off your day, dine at the Bayside Restaurant 

& Lounge for delightful local cuisine and sunset views 
perched high on the bluff above Parksville Beach.

On day two, head inland to check out the beautiful-
ly cascading waterfalls at Englishman River Falls Park, 
the famed goats on the roof at the Old Country Market 
in Coombs or stands of towering old-growth Douglas 
Firs and ancient Western Red Cedar at Cathedral 

Grove. Animal enthusiasts also won’t want to miss  

Errington’s North Island Wildlife Recovery Centre, 
where rescued eagles, owls, bears and more are rehabili-
tated and eventually released back to the wild.

To go up-island, skip Highway 19 and instead opt 
for the more scenic Oceanside Route along Highway 
19A. Known as the Old Island Highway, this road hugs 
the coast from quaint Qualicum to Courtenay and Co-

mox where you’ll find spots to rent a kayak or paddle 
board, or book a local fishing charter.

It’s another 40-minute drive up the coast to Camp-

bell River, the perfect launching spot for whale watch-
ing tours or to use as a base for exploring Strathcona 

Provincial Park with its stunning snow-capped peaks 
and crystal-clear lakes and waterfalls.

Go glamping 
Let’s face it, camping can be fun, memorable, and 
frankly, exhausting.

Rediscover the joys of outdoor living by letting 
someone else take care of the prep and cleanup while 
you enjoy a luxe bed, resort-style linens, spectacular 
settings and every comfort of home. This isn’t just 
camping, it’s glamping.

At the Port Browning Marina Resort on North Pen-

der Island, AdventureCo. Destinations kicks the idea 
of glamping up to a whole new level  by adding unique 
experiences such as kayaking, Tall Ship Cruises, and 
Saturna Island Wine Tours. After a full day of explor-
ing, choose from one of four spacious canopy style tents 

Relax your mind and body in one of the Grotto Spa’s brand 
new cedar barrel saunas.

Enjoy glistening ocean views from the Salish Sea Vintage RV 
at Port Browning Marina Resort.
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Risk & Insurance | Employee Benefits 
Retirement & Private Wealth

Employee Benefits -  
We collaborate to create  
sustainable plans that  
employees value.

hubinternational.com

Shane Hohlweg 
Benefits Consultant
(604) 714-4449
shane.hohlweg@hubinternational.com

Robert Taylor 
Executive Vice President 
Group Retirement Services
(604) 714-4410
robert.taylor@hubinternational.com

Ready for  
tomorrow.

or their Salish Sea Vintage RV. The one-room Arbutus 
and Sea Star tents feature queen-size and sofa beds, 
while the Orca and Eagles Nest Tents can accommo-
date up to six people with additional twin bunks. Or go 
retro and stay in their vintage RV featuring a fully 
stocked kitchen, beds for four and an outdoor picnic 
table. Resort amenities include an outdoor pool, pub, 
bistro and convenient marina moorage.

A weekend of glamping in Clayoquot Sound is def-
initely bucket-list worthy. It’s a 45-minute seaplane 
flight from Vancouver to the dock at Clayoquot Wil-

derness Lodge where 25 luxury canvas guest tents 
provide homebase for both relaxing and adventuring. 
All-inclusive stays include three nights accommodation 
(guests arrive Thursday and depart Sunday), gourmet 
meals and a wide selection of activities from bear 
watching to horseback riding and yoga classes. Tents 
here feature king beds, gas heaters, spacious bathrooms 
and generous living areas opening to outdoor veran-
dahs to enjoy the rainforest wildlife.

Along the Sunshine Coast, travel time to Rock 

Water Secret Cove Resort in Halfmoon Bay includes 
a 40-minute ferry sailing from Horseshoe Bay to 
Langdale followed by a scenic drive through Gibsons 
and Sechelt before heading down to resort’s seaside lo-
cation. A forest boardwalk through the Arbutus trees 
leads to 13 secluded tenthouse suites, all with incred-
ible ocean views, king beds, jacuzzi bathtubs, fire-
places and heated floors.  
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1.	 Downtown Vancouver 
Harbour Heliport

2.	 Stanley Park
3.	 English Bay
4.	 University of British 

Columbia
5.	 Vancouver Airport
6.	 Point Roberts
7.	 Nanaimo Heliport
8.	 Gabriola Island
9.	 Valdes Island
10.	 Galiano Island
11.	 Mayne Island
12.	 Saturna Island
13.	 North Pender Island
14.	 South Pender Island
15.	 Ganges
16.	 Salt Spring Island

17.	 Fulford Harbour
18.	 Moresby Island
19.	 Sidney
20.	Victoria Airport
21.	 James Island
22.	Sydney Island
23.	Turn Point Light 

Station
24.	Waldron Island
25.	Orcas Island
26.	Roche Harbor
27.	 San Juan Island
28.	Chatham Islands
29.	Discovery Island
30.	Trial Islands
31.	 Victoria Harbour 

Heliport
32.	 Seattle-Boeing Field

* This map is not intended for navigation

POINTS OF INTEREST:

Now Boarding: 
CITATION X
Need to fly beyond the Helijet 
scheduled destinations? 

Let Helijet Charters take you there.
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Internationally award-winning jewellery designers and makers since 1972
 950 Fort Street Victoria BC | 250-383-3414 | www.idar.com | @idarjewellers
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“I found I could say things with color and 
shapes that I couldn't say any other way.”

― Georgia O’Keefe

The Summer Series
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Envision a province

enjoys access to transformative 
and comprehensive health care.

where every individual, regardless of location, 

Since 2021, we’ve touched over 5,000 lives in BC’s most remote areas.

DONATE
Transporting physicians, dentists,
counsellors, patients and more


